Ari Anisfeld

anisfeld@uark.edu ¢ (847) 877 0130 ¢ arianisfeld.com
EMPLOYMENT
Assistant Professor of Economics, University of Arkansas 2025 -
EDUCATION
PhD Public Policy, University of Chicago 2025
Fields: Labor Economics and Econometrics
MS Computational Analysis and Public Policy, with Honors, University of Chicago 2018
MA Secondary Education, University of New Mexico 2014
BA History, with Honors, Grinnell College 2009

Global Development Studies Concentration

RESEARCH

Papers

o “Costly Withdrawals Reduce Future College Going: Evidence from Return to Title IV Funds,” with Elizabeth Bell,
Oded Gurantz, Dennis Kramer (2025). Economics of Education Review 109: 102723.

e “How Local is Local Development? Evidence from Casinos,” with Jordan Rosenthal-Kay (2025). Regional Science
and Urban Economics 115: 104139.

Working Papers
e “Language, Identity, and Ethnic Cohesion in Schools,” with Pepi Pandiloski (2025). Job Market Paper.
e “The Costs and Benefits of Integration: The Case of Social Learning,” with Pepi Pandiloski (2025).
Work in progress

e “The Distributional Impact of Official Communications: Evidence from Two Massive FAFSA Renewal Campaigns,”
with Salman Khan and Dennis Kramer. Presented at APPAM and AEFP.

e “Differential Impacts of Small Reductions in Pell Grants: Evidence from Two Federal Policy Changes,” with Salman
Khan and Dennis Kramer.

e “Faking the Grade: Teacher-Student Social Ties and the Evaluation of Ability,” with Pepi Pandiloski.
e “Casinos and Local Financial Outcomes,” with Ching-Tse Chen and Jordan Rosenthal-Kay.

e “Measuring Social Skills through Group Work: An Application of Large Language Models,” with Emileigh Harrison
and Rohen Shah.

Pre-PhD Research

o Aequitas: A Bias and Fairness Audit Toolkit (with Pedro Saleiro, Benedict Kuester, Loren Hinkson, Jesse London,
Abby Stevens, Kit T. Rodolfa, Rayid Ghani)

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED TALKS

2026 Oregon State University

2025 Early-Career Behavioral Economics Conference (NHH), J-PAL Europe (PSE), University of Arkansas, Network
Science in Economics Conference (Stanford), Midwest International Economics and Development Conference (UIUC),
AEFP (Washington, DC), AEFP Education and Development Seminar (Online)

2024 APPAM (Washington, DC), University of Chicago Committee on Education, University of Chicago Development,
Stone Center Summer School (poster)

2023 Urban Economics Association (Bocconi), SREE (Washington, DC)


https://www.arianisfeld.com

GRANTS

2025 Pearson Institute Research and Innovation Fund Grant

2023  JPAL European Social Inclusion Initiative

2023 Pearson Institute Research and Innovation Fund Grant

2023  Becker Friedman Institutes Political Economics Initiative

2022  BFI/DIL Development Economics Research Fund Research Grant

2022  BFI New Data Acquisition Grant

2022  BFI/DIL Development Economics Research Fund Exploratory Travel Grant
2022 Committee on Education Research Grant

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

University of Arkansas Fayetteville, AR

Economics of Organizations (Fall 2025, Spring 2026)
- Managerial Economics for MBAs (Spring 2026)

University of Chicago Chicago, 1L
Selected Teaching Assistantships

- Social Interactions and Inequality (S. Durlauf, Spring, 2025); Advanced Topics in Causal Inference (M. Offer-Westort,
Spring, 2024); Education and Economic Development (A. Adukia, Winter 2023); Human Capital, Markets, and the Fam-
ily (J. Heckman, Spring 2022); Applied Econometrics II (K. Ito, Spring 2019); Data Skills for Public Policy (P. Ganong,
Fall 2018, Spring 2020, Spring 2021); Machine Learning and Policy (J. Ludwig, Spring 2018)

Instructor
- Harris Coding Lab (Summer 2023, Summer 2022, Summer+Fall 2021, Summer+Fall 2020, Fall 2019)

Thoreau Middle School Thoreau, NM
Algebra and Pre-Algebra Teacher 2011 - 2014

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

Stone Center for Research on Wealth Inequality and Mobility Dissertation Prize (2025)
University of Chicago Committee on Education Fellow (2020 - 2025)

Mansueto Center Urban Doctoral Fellow (2021 - 2022)

Metcalf Fellowship (2021)

Polsky Accelerator Entrepreneur (2019)

CAPP Start-up Scholarship (2016 - 2018)

Education Pioneers Fellowship (2016)

Segal AmeriCorps Education Award (2011 - 2013)

Grinnell Corps Fellowship (2009)

Creole Creamery Hall of Fame (2008)

LEADERSHIP & SERVICE

UChicago Committee on Education Workshop, Co-Coordinator, (2022 - 2023)
DataKind, Volunteer data expert for San Antonio Community College, (2022)
Murray Language Academy Local School Council, Member, (2020 - 2024)
Booth Research Professionals, Mentor, (2020 - 2023)

iMentor, Mentor, (2018 - 2021)

Referee Services: American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, Journal of Institutional and Theoretical Economics,
American Journal of Education

Conference Review: Association for Education Finance and Policy

RELATED EXPERIENCE

U.S. Department of Education
Research and Policy Fellow 2022 - 2025



University of Chicago Chicago, IL
Member, Stone Center Inequality Working Group 2024 -

Research Assistant to Anjali Adukia 2020 - 2021
Research Assistant to Yana Gallen 2017 - 2018
Booth School of Business, University of Chicago Chicago, 1L
Pre-Doctoral Research Professional — Peter Ganong and Pascal Noel 2018 - 2019
Center for Data Science and Public Policy Chicago, 1L
Research Assistant 2018
New York City Department of Education New York, NY
Analyst with Research and Policy Support Group 2016
Presence Health Chicago, IL
Analytics Programmer 2017
Gobabeb Research and Training Center Namib-Naukluft Park, Namibia
Research and IT Fellow 2009 - 2010

SKILLS

Computational Strong: R, Python, WTEX; Intermediate: SQL, Stata, HTML/CSS/JS
Language Native: English; Intermediate: Spanish; Beginner: Mandarin Chinese

REFERENCES
Steven Durlauf Lesley Turner
Frank P. Hixon Distinguished Service Professor Associate Professor
Harris School of Public Policy Harris School of Public Policy
University of Chicago University of Chicago
durlauf@gmail.com ljturner@uchicago.edu
Anjali Adukia Raul Sanchez de la Sierra
Assistant Professor Associate Professor
Harris School of Public Policy Harris School of Public Policy
University of Chicago University of Chicago

adukia@uchicago.edu raul@uchicago.edu



